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H A P P Y  N E W  Y E A R !
JANUARY NEWSLETTER 

 
As a new year is upon us, most of us begin to think of the year ahead and the goals we would 
like to reach.  As a realtor it is always easy to think of things I can do better. I shared those 
goals with you in my December Newsletter.  On a personal level, I am very aware that self 
improvement is a work in progress.  I will strive hard this year to improve myself in every area 
of my life. With that being said, is there anything I did this year that either helped you or could 
have provided more assistance with?  Your feedback is always appreciated, I value your opinion. 

7 Ways To Prevent Foreclosure  

REALTORS® are in the business of helping people reach the "American Dream" of home 
ownership, however, with the recent surge of new homeowners, the surge in foreclosures are 
also increasing at alarming rates.  REALTORS® want to do everything that they can do to make 
sure that you can financially manage to stay in your home.  Here are 7 Ways To Prevent 
Foreclosure: 

• The most logical answer is to work with your current lender in creatively finding a 
way to help you stay in your home  

• An alternative to this would be to refinance your current mortgage through another 
lender.  Call me and I'll help you find a responsible lender to help you find a fair loan 
that is affordable and reasonable for your particular circumstances.  

• State and Local governments have come together and formed committees, agencies, 
departments to help or offer some sort of financial assistance and I can help you find 
that particular organization  

• Also, a visit to your local Credit Counseling Branches could potentially review your 
situation and help you put a game plan together that will help you manage or ensure 
that you are able to remain in your home.  

• It may seem complex and time consuming, but well worth the investment to "shop" 
mortgage companies so that it is ensured that you receive the lowest possible rate and 
fees which can, in the end, save you thousands of dollars.  

• Occasionally nothing else can be done except to sell the property.  It is better to sell 
than to go through a foreclosure and your REALTOR®, (me) could call and speak with 
them, send them copies of the listing agreement and if they are made aware of our 
efforts to correct the debt, more often than not, they will work with you on this.  
Also, selling now, preventing a foreclosure will protect your credit and you will have 
more options for buying in the future.  

• Please be made aware of the "WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH" deal --- there is a reason they 
are buying homes, there is a reason that they are willing to buy your home and 
naturally they are in this for a profit.  They make the seller think that they are 
rescuing them from foreclosure, but the worst can happen with this! 

BOTTOM LINE:     T h e r e  a r e  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  y o u .  
Please give me a call and I can help you during this process. 
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Austin’s in the News 
 

Study: Austin homes prices up 8.6% 
Home prices in Texas -- especially in Austin -- have defied the overall downward trend seen in 
other U.S. housing markets, according to a study by First American LoanPerformance. 
 
For full article please visit: http://austin.bizjournals.com/austin/stories/2007/12/24/daily7.html 
 
 

DON’T FORGET! 
• Homeowners may benefit from various tax exemptions.  You may qualify for Homestead, Over 65, 

Disabled Person or Disabled Veteran exemptions.  Please visit 
www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/proptax/exmptns.html. 

• You may apply for homestead exemptions on your principal residence if you occupied it on January 1 of 
the current tax year.  Homestead exemptions remove part of your home’s value from taxation, so they 
lower your taxes, often significantly.  Be sure to file appropriate forms with your local county taxing 
authority between January and April.  Once filed, it renews automatically. 

• DO NOT pay anyone to file your tax exemptions.  You will receive several  official-looking offers in the 
mail, please disregard them all.  This is free and you can fill out the form yourself.  Please call me for a free 
form. 

 
 
QUOTES FOR THE MONTH 

• "Most of us spend our lives as if we have another one in the bank." 
  -Ben Irwin 

• "WHAT WOULD YOU BECOME IF YOU COULD NOT FAIL?"  
  -Author Unknown 

• "Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take but by the moments that take our 
breath away!” 
  -Author Unknown 

 

THANK YOU! 
A big thank you to all of you who have sent your friends, family, co-workers and neighbors to me to 
assist them with either the purchase or sale of a home.   Your referrals are the highest compliment 
I can receive.  If you know of anybody who is thinking of buying or selling a home, please feel free 
to give me a call and I will get in contact with them. 
 Thanks again! 

Lisa 
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A D V E R T I S E  Y O U R  B U S I N E S S  H E R E !  
 
 

 

 
 
 

If you have a business that you would like to advertise, please send me a business card and  
I will be sure to put it in a future newsletter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to receive this news letter via email,  
please send me an email at Lisa.Brooks@TexasLodestars.com 

and I will add you to the list! 
 

If you would like additional copies, please visit my website at 
www.texaslodestars.com/newsletter 
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Steve and Lisa Bridges 

209 Juniper Street 
Georgetown, TX 78626 

 


